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From the Gospel Visitant. 





Sir Richard Steele’s Letter 
TO THE POPE. 


(Concluded.) 


Way, it is hardly credible, what I could relate to you, 
of the nevage he hath receiv’d from those, who, moet of 
all, would, in time, have found the want of him, had he 
not succeeded to this crown. 

One of the first compliments, he received from bis 
most famons university, was a particular mark of re- 
spect, by the unanimous vote of that learned body, giv- 
ep to a man, whom he had, with displeasure, dismiss’d 
from his service ; and whom your friend, the pretender, 
had he been King here, would have distinguith’d, long 
ago with honors, for all his hearty service to the Popieh 
cause, in Ireland. 

But, can this be a wonder to his majesty, when he 
ence knows, that his very title, and succession to his 
crown, was a disputed point, between an Oxford de- 
oree, and an act of Parliament; that he now possesseth 
his crown, against the solemn decree of that learned 
bedy ; and a decree, which still hangs up, to the view 
of the world, unrepealed, as an open testimony of the 
tender regards of those who own it, to his cause, and of 
the sincerity of their hearts, in abjuring the Popish 
line ? 

And from the members of his other university ; whnt 
hath he received?. If violent, and tumultuous riote, 
beyond what almost any other parts of his kingdom 
have seen, be a distinguishing mark of affection, and 
good-will; they bave given it him, beyond all doubt. 
" I confess, this hath been some part of his public re- 
ception. The noise of those pulpits, to which the word 
of God, and of peace, have been Jong strangers; the 
affront of the universities, those two bright luminaries 
of the world of literature ; the riots of the learned ; and 
{he tumults of the unlearned, the insinuations of the 
cunning, and the mirth of the witty; the passions of 
the weak, and the rage of the disappointed ; the fears 
of the guilty, and the hopes of those who have nothing to 
lose: all; under the conduct and management of the 
friends of the pretender, and the emissaries of your 
church, have played their part to perfection ; and, by 
the loudness of their clamors, have put the air around 
us, into some sort of commotion and disorder. 

But, be assured, his is all the advantage, yon and 
your friends, can reap from it. The disadvantage is to 
come, These disorders are well understood to be the 
bold efforts of giilt and despair, united : into which, 
many ignorant or well-meaning people, have been un- 
warily led. But the contrivers and directors of them 
all, find no issue from them, answerable to their 
designs. 

The whole conduct of the maebine was plainly in- 
tended, to make themselves and their party, look ter- 








rible to a King, ju<t come amongst us; and so to af- 
fright and force him into their measures, whom they | 
took to be as weak as themselves. 
But, as he has found that all their noise and siaidnse. | 
could not secure a House of Commons to their wishes: 
80 he is now convinced, by themselves, and their whole | 








derstand it to be a daty for others and not for them- 
selves. 

They are generally, the same set of men, who of late 
years never talk’d of ‘mon-resistance, but in order to 
bring a scandal upon the late revolution, and the great 
instrament of it, King Wittiam: The same, who alone 
have all the disturbances and tumults in these parts to 
answer for through the last twenty six years: the same, 
who, after having by flatteries, and professions of pas- 
sive obedience, deceived your onfortunate friend King 
James 1. into those fatal measures which ruined him ; 
oppesed and crush‘d, all the great designs of his suc- 
cessor, whom they invited over, merely fo save them 
from practising themselves, that beloved doctrine which 
they are never weary of recommending to their neigh- 
bors: the same, in a word, who, in their several places 
abd stations, have planted themeelves in a direct and 
settled opposition to every step, which hath conducted 
his present Majesty to the throne. 

These are the men, whom your Holiness and your 
friends, have to boast.of: but not to trust to, if you are 
wise, even many degrees below infallibility. All their 
hints, and jotelligencies of another revolotion, now 
spread about by mad dispair, are only delusions of their 
dreams. They have had no effect to your advantage, 
unless, perbaps it is to them you owe to that one weak 
man after having first, from hie priviledged place, abus- 
ed the King, hath made a shew of resigning his pre- 
ferments. I give your Holinéss joy of this: and wish 


| you just as many more such public proselytes, as there 


ate men amongst us, privately -f hi+ orincip!se. 

This may be one part of that scene, which theee re- 
ports were designed to open. But as for uny other, be 
assured, that none here are frightened, but those chiefs, 
to whose guilt the whole party seem now to have wise- 
ly tacked their cause; though some months ago, the 
guilt was plain to many of themeelves: and that none 
here are alarmed, but those heads who owe Europe an 
exemplary eatisfaction, for all the intricacies and em- 
barrassments with which they have confounded it. 

And eren now, as f am writing this, if we may judge 
of the rest, by the condact of one; these mighty chiefs, 
(as soon as they have engaged a set of men, with | 
know not what pretences, to lose their own reputation, 
by defending theirs; and plunged them jin, headlong, 
perhaps too deep, to make a handsome retreat) are 
preparing kindly to take care of themselves, by flight; 
and to leave their friends to their own conduct ; using 
them after such a manner, as the friends of such men, 
and of such a caute, deserve to be used. 

But whithersoever they fly, they can’t fly from them- 
selves: and whereseever they are, they carry about 
them, I do not say the remorses of conscious guilt; 
but the torments of disappointed ambition: and ambi- 
tion, disappointed in the critica) minute, when every | 
thing seem’d ready, to execute its designs. 

One thing 1 shall here mention to your Holiness, 
agreeable to what was proposed by a Protestant mem- 
ber of the last House of Commous, (whilst these creat 
men werein all their power, amongst us,) and that is, 
“If you can, by any means, prevail upon hie most 
christian majesty, (to whore interest they bave shewed 
themselves euch friends,) not only ¢o receive them, il 
they all take the same route, which one hath; bat to 
give the management of hiv affairs tuto their hands, 


procedure, of what he had too much justice to believe | only for as short a time, as our conniry war bless’ 


of them, till this experience hath put heyond all doubt ; 
that they, who talk Jondest of allegiance, or pone | 


with them; | will undertake, that Great-Britain shail 





pardon them; and that yeur Moliucss shall huve the 


ohedience, mean it to another and not to him; and un-! thanks of Europe. 





I have by this time, tired you, and sca but yet; 
there are few particulars behind, which lt can’t per- 
suage myself (o pass over im silence. 


The Old Primate still breathes: and breathes the 
same spirit of christian liberty which he ever did; and 
the same hatred of all spiritual asurpation and tyranny. 
that bears any resemblance to your's. May he Jong 
breathe! And may his last days be made serene anc 
easy, by the returns of all that regard and deference, 
which his former labors and constancy, have merited. 

He sees himself surrounded by a bench of brethren, 
who have stood the shock of the day of trial, and 
brought off immortal Glory. 1 forbear, out of tender- 
nets to tell you, what excellencies they are possess’d 
of; or what a eonfidence all true Britons place in 
them. 

One, indeed, is removed from us: and one, to whose 
services, thie nation owes an eternal monument. I 
have a passion fer his great name: but no words of 
mine ought to be joined to it. 1 would pay some tri- 
bute to a memory, dear to Liberty and Religion, if any 
thing | could say, could add to a reputation, and char- 
acter, acquired, supported, and enlarged, by pastoral 
labors, unintermitted from his earliest Youth, to his lat- 
est old age; and by writings, which will give life te 
the name of BURNET, long after the names of his en- 
emies shall cease to be remember’d. Your church hath 
ever paid him respect of fear; and the world will, ia 
ages to come, pay to his memory, that love and admi- 
ration, which the ungrateful-of the present age, denied 
to himself, 

Were there no other reason to think so, 1 should te 
certain, that this news will give you, and your friends 
abroad, some joy; because it hath given it to that par- 
ty of Protestants, (as they call themselves) among us, 
who always partake in your Holiness’ pleasures, 

I will hasten from this unpleasant subject, and take 
jeave of your Holiness, with a proposal, as odd and 
romantic in appearance, as this whole address may - 
seem; but in reality, neither odd, nor romantic, ans 
otherwise, than as all justice and simplicity, aud plain- 
dealing, are esteem’d to be so, in a degenerate, and 
corrupted age. 

But, if it be so, that 1 am, in this, transported beyond 
due bounds; let all the f.ult be imputed to the subject, 
I have been upon. 


The state of religion, on all sides, is a scene of aston - 
ishment: and the surprise of things, to which I have 
been heretofore a stranger, bath | confess, Glied me 
with an enthnsiasin, too warm to be conteined. 


Descend, Hoty Farugr, from your Seren Hills and 
disdain pot to tread upon the Lerel Plain. Unrobe 
yourself of ell the gaudy atiire of a pompous Fupersti: 
tion. Lay aside oll the embarrasements of worldly 
grandure. Turn your eyes from the coffers of gold and 
silver, of which, your great predecessor $1, Peter, und 
his greater Masier had none. Acknowledge Religion 
to be something more, then being wrapt up ina heap of 
fine vestments; or being skilled in a dexterous perfor- 
mance of Antick Gestures. 


Aud then look inwards, Divest yourself of your fn- 
fall bity, and own yourself to be hike one of us. As te 
renounce a kingdom for your church, bath been ov- 
counted the height of honor and suint-hip: so now it 
will be your glory, iu the most exiTted degree, te re- 
nennce in Che name of your church, a dewble kingdom 
for Christ ;, that temporal kingdom, which, jn bis name 
ond to bis Peprouch, you have erected over the bodie, 
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and estates; and that spiriteal one, which you have 
established over the consciences of mankind. 





Remember, in the midst of all your uxary, and deli- 
eacy, and ostentation, what ground you stand upon.— 
The bowels of the earth are armed against you. The 
shocks of earthquakes, and the eruptions of selcanos, 
besides the common calamities of nations, are but the 
beginnings of that day of vengeance, which will come ; 
vnless you prevent it, by, speedy cony ersion to cliris- 
tianity. 

Renounce therefore your golden keys and your fruit- 
fulkingdoms, Throw away your fopperies, and your 
indulgencies, and your possessions, and your canoniza- 
tions, Shew yourself in the nakedness of simplicity ; 
and take the gospel into your hand, and into your 
heart. Call in your emisaries, and missionaries, from al] 
parts of the world: and let them receive instruction 
themselves before they pretend to convert others. 


Trouble the world no more, with quarrels about Ho- 
ly Sepulchre ; but believe, that he is risen, who once 
was Jaid in it. Let the wood of his cross cease to be 
magnified, to ap immense bulk ; and his natural body 
cease to be multiplied to an infinite number. Restore 
the heads of holy men, and women, to their bodies, if 
they can be found. Let the bones of the dead saints 
be at rest: and their blood be released, from the per- 
petual fatigue of working wonders. 


Throw up all your legends; discard a]] your miracles, 
stated and unstated: and make over al] your tricks, to 
the jugglers of this world. Declare to the Jesuits, that 
their game is at an end: and restore the inquisition to 
hell in which it was forged. 


And for the conclusion of this great work, celebrate 
an open and solemn marriage between faith and reason : 
proclaim an eternal friendship between piety and char- 
ity ; and establish an agreement, never to be dissolved 
between religion, on one side ; and humanity, forbear- 
ance, and good nature on the other. 


I would not have you think that I propose all this to 
your Holiness, and nothing from our own quarter. So 
far from it, that I am free to acknowledge, that it can- 
not be expected that you should thus far recede from 
your present pretentions, unless others are ready to 
give up every thing of the same short and the same na- 
ture, 

If your Holiness parts with infallibilty, it is but equi- 
table, that the Protestant churches should part with m- 
disputable authority. If you give up the decrees of the 
council of Trent; let them in Holland, give up the sy- 
nod of Dort; and others, every where throw off all 
manner ef human decisions, in religion. If you discard 
the inqui-ition ; let them discard classes, and judicato- 
ries, and consistories, and fines, and imprisonments ; 
and the whole train of secular artillery, and the whole 
armony of the weapons of this world. 


Ifyou make all your great names bow, and pay ho- 
mage to Christ; let them bring forth their army, on 
the other side: and Jet Calvin, and Luther, and Zuing- 


Jius, and Knox, and Laud, and Baxter, and all other | 


idols, bow down te Christ. Let Christians cease to be 
yealled by their names: and let them who have one 
master, have but one common denomination. 


And let the whole be sealed with the kiss of eharity, 
and with al] the tokens of benevolence and Jove. 


But whether you, or they, will hear, or forbear; 
whether any thing of this sort shall be done, or not 
done; Ihave delivered my soul. 


1had an impulse upon me, to say all this. | have 
followed that impulse: and what I have said, I have 
said. 

I have opened my heart to your Holiness: and you 
may make what use you please of it. 

Ifyou think ft to accept my correspondence, I faith- 


fully promise to give you from time to time, an exact | 


account of the state, im which we Protestapts are, or 
are Tike to be in. 


nC ee 


For the present ; without farther ceremony, oF apo:- 
ogy, I kiss your Holiness’ feet, not in a religions, butin 
a civil manner; and am, 
Your most faithful friend, or, 

generous adversary, 


RICHARD STEELE. 


eee? ee - 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Treatment of Mourners. 


There is a certain kind of conduct prevalent among 
many denominations of christians, which I cannot but 
regard as an outrage on humanity, although | do not 
think that the mo/ires with which it is practiced, are 
generally those of cruelly. 

It is well known to be the practice of a numerous 
class of ministers and their adherents to take advantage 
of the affiicltons of those who are not accounted ortho- 
dox professors, for the purpose of overcoming and re- 
ducing them to a state of gloom and horror, mis-calleu 
conriction, When such people as are supposed uncon- 
verted, lose a very near relative, it is looked upon as a 
peculiarly favorable opportunity for commencing ope- 
rations against them with success ; and accordingly 
the more zealous part of their neighbors and acquain- 
tances come to talk tothem. They come not to con- 
sole the mourners and dry their tears, but to admonish 
them for the delay of their repentance, and barrangue 
them on the awful danger of their souls. Often, on 
such occasions, the most intimate acquaintances will 
not hesitate to employ every means to agitate the 
minds of the mourners, and overpower their tencer 
feelings ; even by reminding them of every aggravating 
circumstance in their loss, and calling up all their sor- 
rows afresh. ‘: Your friend,” say they, ** has taken 
bis last farewell of you. You will see him no more at 
your fireside, or at your table. The sound of his voice 
will be heard no more in your dwelling. O, prepare 
to follow him. Prepare to meet your God.» Others 
there are who will lecture them with still less appear- 
ance of feeling. Suppressing all the sympathetic emo- 
tions of their nature, and with an air of magisterial re- 
serve and asperity, they tell them that God is now vis- 
iting them for their sins; that his judgments should 
alarm them, and rouse them from their careJess state ; 
that it now behoves them to make Christ their friend, 
before it be eternally too late. Meanwhile it is ex- 
pected, according to the custom of the place, that the 
mourners will receive every thing of this kind that may 
be offered, not only without murmuring, but with the 
most submissive deference, as though it were a special] 
message sent directly to them from heaven. But let 
those readers, who have been mourners themselves, 
judge how unwelcome, bow unnatural, how distressing 
all this must be to hearts already nearly broken, and 
reduced to weakness by their grief. I have seen mour- 
ners, in the midst of their woe, turn pale and tremble 
on the intrusion of such visitors, too well anticipating 
the trying scene they were to endure. Ought not this 
barbarity to be publicly discountenanced ? Shall} the 


sacred sorrows of our fellow-creatures be but the signal 
for additional infliction ? 





At funerals, the scene often becomes perfectly horri 
ble. The clergyman’s stern and unsympathizing voice 
rises above the sobbings of the weeping family around, 
while be tells them that unless they bave made Christ 
their friend, he has no comfort to offer them. He asks 
them what their situation would be, this very day, had 
they been taken instead of the deceased. He charges 
them,.as they value their souls, to ponder deeply on 
these things ; and give no sloumber to their eye-lids til] 
they have laid down the arms of their rebellion, He 
irepeats the warning of their awful danger, and threat- 
ens the vengeance of an angry God. Sometimes, too, 
he strives to exc.uciate every feeling in their souls by 





describing, to their very senses, the dying agonics of 


;give it a place, 
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ther departed frien; and the more they weep, the 
more he exerts himse!f in the work of torture, Nor ate 
we to suspect that he does this from malevolent me 
tives, but rather from the force of custom, and ap idea 
that it is his duty. 

A similar conrse of treatment is pursued likewise to. 
wards those who are thought dungerously sick, if th 
have not mace a satisfactory profession of the orthodoy 
religion. Wherever people make it a practice to ba 
rass such persons in this way, it is often to but Jittle ef. 
fect that the attending physician holds forth the neces 
sity of quietness for the preservation of life and renew. 
al of heath. His care for the body is looked Upon as 
treason against the soul of his patient. Ne ighbors 
come in, one after another, for the purpose of alarming 
the dying, and rousing the most horrible fears, By the 
bed of sickness they breathe into the ear, or thunder 
through the shuddering nerves of the sufferers, the ap- 
palling idea that the day of grace to them is just gone, 
and that if they are not born again within the few re 
maining moments, all,—all is forever lost. 1 will pot 
zo on to describe the scene; for it is an anguish {o 
recollect what some of my departed friends have en- 
dured, from this thoughtless, but cruel practice, May 
God open people's eyes to see its dreadfub impropriety, 

Should this short essay fall into the hands of any whe 
seriously think that, however painful to themselves, it 
is stil] their religious duty to pursue this course towards 
the afflicted, | would say to them, ‘** Christian Breth- 
ren, you certainly mistake ; af 2s nol your duty. When 
Christ was on earth, HE did not think it wis duty ; for 
if he had, he would thus have treated the afflicted; 
but if you will read the New Testament through, and 
carefully observe as you read, you will discover that 
there is mot one instance, not even one, in which our 
Saviour or his apostles, ever conducted in this manner 
towards either the mourning, or the sick and dying — 
And, Brethren, it is enough that you do as your Mas{er 
did. You have, hitherto, ignorantly suffered yourselves 
to commit cruelty in his name; now, follow him.” 

According to the scriptures, our Saviour was fre 
quently with the sick and mourning and talked to them. 
Several of the conversations on these occasions are re- 
corded in the Evangelists ; and it ought to be known to 
the whole world, that in all of them, there is not one 
word calculated to add sorrow to sorrow. They all 
breathe the spirit of consolation, whatever he the char- 
acter or condition of the sufferer. For example j;— 
when he went to the city of Nain, behold a dead 
man was carried out of the gate, the only son of bis 
mother, and she was a widow. Here was a fine oppor- 
tunity for Christ, had he been so disposed, to harrow 
up thefeelings of the heart-broken mother. How easi- 
ly might he have made her tears fow! How easily 
might he have terrified the desolate widow! But what 
saith the scripture? ** When the Lord saw her, he bad 
compassion om her, and said, Weep not.”—Luke vii. 
13. This is but an example of other instances, too nue 
merous to be inserted here. MARCUS. 


——=. ©=U 
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(<-The following extract of a discourse, with the in 
treduction, is from the ** Christian Spectator,” for 
May, 1822. 
““] some time since, heord a discourse in which I 


was so much interested, th-t | endeavored to obtain 
an extract for publication, and now send it to you for 


that purpose ; as it relates to a subject that is bow 8g. 


itated with some warmth among us, 1 hope you will 
The great point which the preacher 
lubored to prove, was the cerfa‘nty of the fuldiment of 
After spending 
considerable time in establishing bis proposition upoa 
general principles, he enumerated the great leading 


al] the declarations of the seriptures. 
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promises of the scriptures, all of which would surely be 
fulfilled ; and then, in conclusion, spoke as follows: 
Upon the finally impenitent, God has threatened 
everlasting banishment from his presence. * Hath He 
eaid, and shall He not doit? Hath He spoken, and 
shall He not make it good?’ Even in this life, that 
system of retribution is commenced, which shall, in the 
world beyond the grave, be perfected, upon the strict 
and immutable principles of jnstice. But this is barely 
tasting the bitter cup, whose very dregs must hereafter 
be swallowed. Even here, however, we have, I re- 
peat, decisive marks of the commencement of ascheme 
of retribution. We find that idleness, imprudence, and 
prodigality, are succeeded by poverty and distress ; | 
falsehood, and a want of principle, are followed by Joss 
of reputation and influence, and by misery in number- 
Jess for.ns. A life of profligacy and dissipation, gener- 
ally terminates in remorse, sickness and unhappy death; 
folly in youth, is almost invariably, the precursor of a 
miserable and wretched old age. While, on the other 
hand, early wisdom usually leads to bappiness in ad- 
vanced life; piety and rectitude are attended with 
peace of mind, and arelish for the blessings shed around 
vs, and are, in the end, followed by tranquility in 
death. Industry, economy and temperance, conduct 





to health and Jong life, and are often rewarded with 
wealth and power—withb influence and reputation. In. 
all this we see the hand of God ;—a moral government | 
in embryo ;—the early dawn of a righteous dispensa- | 
tion. The rays of God’s justice are now indeed seen 
singly, scattered here and there, through the world ; | 
but these rays will hereafter be collected into one im- | 
mense beam, that will pour an irresistible flood of light 
into the mental eye. Hear the language of the scrip- 
tures; what the providence of God renders thus bighly 
probable, is, by them, at once reduced to a certainty. 
‘ They that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and ever- 
lasting contempt.’ Those on the left hand ‘ shall go 
away into ererlasiing punishmenti.’ ‘* They that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, shall be pun- 
ished with ererlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of His power.’ Then the 
fire of God’s wrath, kindled by the sins of the impeni- 
tent, shall burn forever and ever. Then conscience, 
that deatbless ‘ vicegerent of God in the soul,’ which, 
even now, embitters all the enjoyments of the sinner, 
and hunts him from every hiding-place,—then she will 
do her perfect work, aided by a memory fresh and re- 
tentive, recalling the thousand scenes of guilt and sin, 
now transacting this side the grave. Then unbelievers 
shall realize what it is to fee] the gnawings of the worm 
that never dies. ‘Their hearts leaping in wild agony, 
they will then wring their bands in bitterness, because 
of their folly and guilt in rejecting an offered Saviour. 
Knowing that their own destiny is fixed forever, how 
eagerly will they desire to send the warning voice from 
this region of despair, to friends still in the land of the 
living: | pray thee, therefore, father Abraham,’ said 
Dives in hell, ‘ that thou wouldest send Lazarus to my 
Father's house; for I have five brethren, that he may 
testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of 
torment.’ This is, as the word of God informe us, the 
Janguage of one of those, who are now drinking the 
cup of bitterness. Each his own torturer, —falsehood 
reigning in every breast, unconfiding and unconfided 
in, ~who can adequately describe the misery of the in- 
habitants of the regions of perdition? What unbeliev- 
ing mortal, conscious of his impenitence and his aliena- 
tion from God shall dare to hope for an escape? Is 
tiere one such unbeliever in this house? Remember 
that the Almighty bas threatened, and he will certainly 

aud surely execute, There is no insincerity, no equiv- 

ocation, no change of mind with God. ‘ He is not a 
man that he should lie; nor the sop of man that he 





should repent? * He has said, and he will doit. He 
has spoken, and he will make it good.’ A regard to 


penitent transgressor. A regard to the wellfare of his 
government requires it. He owes it to bimself,—to his 
own character, that those, who have contemned his au- 
thority,—who have rejected the Son of his Jove, and re- 
sisted every effort to lead them back to the fold, should 
know what ‘a fearful thing? it is * to fall into the hands 
of the living God.” 


REMARKS. 


The writer who sent this extract to the editor of the 
‘* Christian Spectator,” informs us that he was much 
interested in the discourse from which it was taken. — 
He informs wus too that the preacher not only labored 
to prove the certainty of the fulfilment of God's threat- 
enings, but also of his promises. He was doubtless 
more highly delighted with one part of the discourse 
than another, for he only ‘‘ endeavored to obtain an 
extract for publication.”»> Now we wish our readers to 
take notice for one moment of this man’s taste, that 
they may know which part of the discourse he liked 
best. ‘The preacher first ** enumerated the great and 


| leading promises of the Scriptures, all of which would 
i surely be fulfilled,” and then proceeded to prove that 


** God has threalened upon the finally impenitent ever- 
lasting banishment from his presence. That part of 
the discourse which was designed to prove that the 
sacred promises of the scriptures will surely be fulfilled, 
was not requested for publication. It probably was 
not so entertaining as that which was to prove that 
God had threatened the finally impenitent with ever- 
lasting banishment from his presence. The man would 


' surely request for publication that part of the discourse 


whicb he best liked. This he has done ; and this part 
was designed to prove the eternal misery of some of 
mankind. It is to us almost unaccountable that this 
man should like the doctrine of endless torment better 
than that of the glad tidings of salvation ; but as this 
strange thing has happened we shall suppose some 
things that might have induced him so to do. 

1. The preacher might have liked this part of his dis- 
course the best, and therefore delivered it with more 
warmth, energy and zeal. 

2. The man who requested it for publication did not 
consider himself as belonging to that class upon whom 
God has threatened everlasting banishment. And 


3. Not knowing what manner of spirit he was of, he 
may bare felt as did James and Jobn, when they re- 
quested permission to call down fire from heaven to 
burn the Samaritans. 

But leaving this subject, we may inquire, whether 
the preacher, in his discourse, was con-ietent with bim- 
self and the scriptures. What are the great and lead- 
ing promises of the scriptures? The following are some 
of them: ** } will bless them that bless thee, and curse 
him that curseth thee, and in thee shall all families of 
the earth be blessed.’? ‘* Abraham shall surely be- 
come a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of 
the earth sball be blessed in him.” ‘* Ye are the chil- 
dren of the prophets, and of the corcnant which God 
made with our fathere, saying unto Abraham, and in 
thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.” 
** All the ends of the world shall remember and turn 
unto the Lord, and all the kindreds ofthe nations shall 
worship before thee.” ** Ajl nations whom thou hast 
made shall come and worship thee, O Lord, and glorify 
thy name.’”?> These are some of the great leading 
promises of the scripturer, and these the preacher said 
would surely be fulfilled. Now, in the name of com- 
mon sense, how could this man believe in the doctrine 
of efernal misery ? First contend that ** all the nations 
which God has made shall come and worship before 
him,”? and then that he will banish a part of them for- 
ever from his presence. Did the preacher believe the 
promises of God? Did he believe that ell mankind will 
be blessed in Christ, the seed of Abraham? Ii he did, 


finally impenitent,God has promised them an everlasting 
blessing in Christ Jesus ; & yet the preacher says,that he 
will banish them forever from his presence. It appears 
that his attachment to a favorite creed has caused him 
to state the grossest of absurdities and contradictions. 
It is as impossible that both parts of his discourse 
can be true, as that “ aj] the ends of the world shall 
remember and tarn unto the Lord,” and yet be forever 
banished from his presence. 

We believe as firmly as the preacher in the certain- 
ty of the execution of all the divine threatenings. But 
none of these will prevet the fulfilment of any divine 
promise, for the law is nol agains! the promises of God, 
If this point had been properly attended to, the preach- 
er would not have made such eontradictory statements 
as his discourse contains. God says, in the Ixxxix 
Psalm, that if we forsake his Jaw, and keep not his 
commandments, he will visit our transgressions wil) 
the rod, and our iniquity with stripes, All this Jelo- 
vah can do and still fulfil his promises ; for he says, 
** nevertheless my loving kindness will |] not utterly 
take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. My. 
covenant will | not break, mor alter the thing that is 
gone out of my lips.” 

But the ** finally impeniieni” are those upon whom 
God has threatened everlasting banishment. It is es- 
sentially necessary to the truth of the doctrine of end- 
less torment that there should be people of this charac- 
ter, and we presume this is the reason that the clergy 
have said so much about the finally impenitent. What 
they are threatened with, we shall not presume to say, 
for we read nothing about them in the scriptures. We 
believe that the word ‘* impenileni” occurs in the 
whole Bible but once, and then in Rom. ii. 5. The 
reader is requested to turn to this passage, and see if it 
intimates any thing about final impenitence. Is it 
reasonable to suppose that he who was exalted to give 
repentance and forgiveness of sin, would declare that 
there were some who would refuse every offer of grace, 
withstand every attempt which he should make to 
convert them, and defy his authority forever? If this 
were the case, he would give little encoursgen.ent to 
his followers, or assistance to his cause. How much 
would a general animate his soldiers, or encourage oth- 
ers to enlist under him, to declare that he should never 
obtain that for which he was striving, but that his ene- 
mies would always successfully oppose him? We 
think, that if our Saviour had believed, that some of 
the human race will remain finally impenitent, he nev- 
er wonld have stated that the object of his mission was 
the salvation of the world. 

But do not the great leading promises of the ecrip- 
tures absolutely preclude the idea of final impenitence ? 
The scripture says, ** all men shall fear and shall de- 
clare the work of the Lord, for they shall wtsely con- 
sider of his doing.” Psalms liv. 9, Can those be for- 
ever impenitent who shall fear the Lord, and declare 
his work, and seisely consider of his doing? * .41l the 
_ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the 
Lord.” Psalms xxii. 27. ** All the nations which God 
has made shall come and worship before him, and glori- 
fy bis hame.’’? Psalms Ixxxvi. 9. How can those who 
remember and turn to the Lord, and worship before 
him, and glorify his name, be forever impenitent ? The 
fact is, the scriptures nowhere speak of a character 
called the finally impenitent ; but throughout preclude 
the possibility of there ever being any fuch. Tle 
preacher’s labor, therefore, was all vain. It is impossi- 
ble that God should threaten the finally impenitent 
with everlasting banishment from bis presence, if they 
will never exist. We would suggest that it is very im- 
proper for the clergy to say any thing about final im- 
penitence. We know that it is inseparable to the ex- 
istence of their favorite tenet of endless torture 5. Lut 
would it not be better to let all those things alone about 
which the Bible is silent ? 
ted to the editor of the Spectator, by 
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how was it possible for him to believe in the doctrine 


his own word, demands thut he should punish the im-| of endless torment? !f there are such character:, a: the! 
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POET’S CORNER. 


FOR THE UNIVERBALIST MAGAZINE. 








Mesere. Editors, —The following is selected from the 
Newport Evangelic Miscellany, a Moravian periodical 
publication, and is there raid to be the production of a 
young Gentleman of Philadelphia, composed on ob- 
serving the different forms of social and divine worship. 
The Evearata there mentioned, was a sect called 
Dunkers, who held that it was sinful to indulge them- 
selves in the enjoyment of the conveniences, and even 
of the innocent pleasures of life. The language is su- 
blime, the sentiment beautiful. If you think it proper, 


you will please insert.it in your Megazine. 
; Yours, LAY PREACHER. 


On Forms of Worship. 


The eternal God from his exalted throne, 
Surveys at once heaven, earth, and worlds unknown— 
All things, that are before his piercing eye, 

Like the fair painting of a picture, lie. 
Unutter’d thoughts deep in the heart conceal'd, 
In strong expressions stand to him reveal’d: 
Thousands and twice ten thonsands every day 
To him a feign’d or real homage pay. 

Like clouds of incense rolling to the skies, 

In various forms their supplications rise ; 
Their various forms to him no access gain,— 
Without the heart’s true incenee, all is vain. 
The suppliant’s secret motives there appear, 
The genuine source of every offer’d prayer. 


Some place religion on a throne superb, 
And deck, with jewels, her resplendent garb: 
Paintings and sculpture all their powers display, 
And lofty tapers shed a lambient ray ; 
High on the fuil-ton’d organ’e swelling sound, 
The pleasing anthem floats serenely round, 
Harmonious strains their thrilling powers combine, 
And /ift the soul to extacy divine. 


In Enphrata’s deep gloom you fix your seat, 
Aud seek religion in the dark retreat ¢ 
An sable weeds you dress the heaven-born maid, 
And place her pensive in the lonely shade— 
Recluse, unsocial you your hours employ, 
And fearful banish every harmless joy. 
Each may admire and use their favorite form, 
if heaven’s own dame their glowing bosoms warm, 
if love divine of God and man be there, 
The deep-felt want that forms the ardent prayer; 
The grateful seuse of blessings freely given, 
The boon unsought, unmerited of heaven, 
*Tis true devotion ; and the God of love, 
Such prayers and praises kindly will approve ; 
Whether from golden altars they arise, 
And wrapt in sound and incense reach the skies, 
Or from your Euphrata so meek and low, 
In soft and silent aspirations flow. 


O let the christian bless that glorious day, 
‘When outward form shall all be done away : 
When we in spirit and in truth alone, 

Shall bow, O God, at thy majestic throne, 
And thou our purest worship shall approve, 
By sweet returns of everlasting love. 


—e QD: oe 


icy" Seuthey, in one of his poems, makes his hero re- 
fate to his countrymen the account of a storm at sea, 
which he endured in the Atlantic, to the eastward of 
the Guiph of Mexico. In the description is intro- 
duced the following reflection: 


*Tis pleasant, by the cheerful hearth, to hear 
Of tempests, and the dangers of the deep, 
And pause at times, and feel (hat we are safe ; 
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Then listen to the perilous tale again, 

And, with an eager and sus ended soul, 

Woo Terror to delights us ;—but to hear 

The roaring of the raging elemen's,— 

To know all human ekill, all human strength, 
Avail not ;—to look round, and only see 

The mountain wave incumbent, with its weight 
Of bursting waters, o’er the reeling bark,— 

O God, this is indeed a dreedfol thing! 

And he, who hath endured the horror, ence, 

Of such an hour, doth never hear the storm 
Howl round bis home, but he remembers it, 


And thinks upon the suffering mariner! 
SourneEy’s Mapoc. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


THE MORALIST...No. 5. 


“ Thou hast said, there is no hope.” 
Jeremiah ii. 25. 

This wae the language of the house of Judah in the 
days of the prophet. Having fallen into idolatry and 
the practice of every vice, when exhorted to turn from 
their wicked ways, their reply was, there is Do hope. 
We have loved idols, and after them we will go, now 
that all hope is lost to us. We can never be in a bet- 
ter situation ; therefore we will indulge ourselves in all 
sin end iniqnity. Such was the sentiment of ancient 
Israel ; and such is the sentiment of many in this day, 
who have long travelled in the way that leadeth to de- 
struction, and are the slaves of vice and folly. The 
drunkard who has spent his substance in riotous living ; 
the gambler who has beggared his family, and clothed 
his children in rags ; end the idle man, who has by his 
neglect brought destraction and misery upon himself, 
and drawn tears of anguish from the eyes of an amiable 
wife, they all alike exclaim, there is no hope. 
language is, | am despised by the virtuous and good, 
and should J forsake my evil courses, ! should obtuin 
no forgiveness from a censorious world. My reputa- 
tion is forever gone, and no hope remains for me. | 
have loved idols, and after them will | go. Unhappy 
man ! reflect fora moment and you will perceive the 
fallacy of such reasoning as you adopt. Who told you 
your repentance would be vain? Surely no wise and 
good man ever told you this; because the experience 
of all ages contradicts it. There is every encourage- 
ment for you to leave the paths of sin and folly. True, 
it might take years to atone for your sin and folly, and 
to retrieve your Jong Jost reputation; but the time 
would be well spent. The approbation of a]/ wise and 
good men would attend you ; and an approving con 
science would be your sweetest solace. Peace and 
tranquillity would again be your attendants, You 
have also the promise of Omnipotence that he will have 
mercy on the wicked who forsakes bis ways ; and the 
unrighteous who turns to him he will abundantly par- 
don. 


West-Cambrdge, Nov. 1822. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


Mesers. Editore,—It wonld be gratifjing to a reader 
to see a reply to the following question. 

Al the commencement of our Sariour’s ministry. 
what were the sentimen’s of the Jews, and of those 
Gentiles lo whom the Gospel was first preached —re- 
speciing ETERNAL MISERY ? 

Hf they did not generally believe in eternal misery, it 
|is reasonable to suppose, that this doctrine, if preached 
by the apostles, excited great opposition. But if such 
opposition actually existed, it is unaccountable that we 
are wot informed of it in the New Testament. With 
respect to the Sadducees, as they denied a future state, 





| And yet there can be no dispute, 
i became converts to christianity. Is it 
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An important question, 


What is the import of the word ronzven, as weed 
in t'e volume of divine inspiratien ? 

1 » multitude of places it is evidently used in lime 
ited sense ; but have not all good men agreed, that 
when the word forever is used with immediate refer. 
ence to the existence of God, his perfections and at. 
tributes, it always implies an endless duration? Fort 
instance—*‘ | live forever.” ‘* O give thanke unto the 
Lorp, for he is good ; for his mercy endureth foreger,” 
The Psalmist, under divine inspiration, appears to have 
foreseen that ** the mother of harlots,” and her daugh- 
ters, would deny the durability of the mercy of God, 
as respects the whole world, with the exception ofa 
favored few, including themselses! Hence he was led, 
in the most impressive manner, to repeat the deelara. 
tion more than twenty times in a single Pealm—— For 
his mercy endureth forever.» But, is denying the dy 
rability of the mercy of God, truly giving honor and 
glory to his name !! Or, is it not a presumptuonr at: 
tempt to rob him of the glory arising from the illus 
trious display of one of his essential attributes ? 

S. PETER, 
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To Readers and Correspondents. 


A“ Friend to true liberality” is informed that bia 
communication is not inserted, because it was founded 
ona mistake which he will be able to correet by turn 
ng to the dedication sermon to which he alludes, pege 

5. 
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MARRIED, 

In this city, by the Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Willard 
Messer to Miss Lucy Lord. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. John Smith, Jr. to Miss 
_— Haven—Mr. Aaron Haskell to Miss Lydia Dag- 
get. 

By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Jeremiah Wilkins to 
Mise Roxana Wheeler. 

In Roxbury, Mr. Daniel Stone to Miss Sophia Wad- 
leigh ; Mr. Samuel Knower to Miss Susannah Stratton. 


DIED, 

In this city, Mr. Ebenezer Baxter, aged 69 ; Enoch 
James, youngest child of Mr. Nathaniel Clark, aged 7 
months, 

In Charlestown, on the 20th nlt. Mrs. Ruth Mullett, 
aged 47 years, wife of Mr. Robert Mullett. The de- 
ceased sustained through life an irreproachable charac- 
ter, in the relations of a wife and a mother. She was 
ever faithful and affectionate as a friend and neighbor. 
Her loss will be long felt; her virtues will be long re> 
membered. Her last illness was leng and distressing } 
hut she hore it with christian fortitude and resignation 
Her faith in the dear Redeemer bore her up under e¥- 
ery trial, and she fell asleep in Jesus under the hope of 
a glorious resurrection to life and immortality. 





aan 


Just Published and for Sale at this Office. 


Jacob’s Ladder. 


A SERMON, delivered at the Dedication of the Unt- 
& versalist Chapel, in Providence, R. I. Novembet 
20, 1822. By Hosea Ballou, Pastor of the 2d. Univets 
sulist Society in Boston. ‘Vext—Gen. xxviii. 17, **How 
dreadful is this place ! this 1s none other but the house 
of God, and this is the gale of heaven.” Price 1212 
cents single. 


The Rich Man and Lazarus. 

N Explanatory Sermon, delivered on the 34, Sab- 

bath in July, 1822, before the First Universalist 
Society in Portland, Me. By Russell Streeter, Mimis- 








they certsinly did not hold to eternal damnation.— | ter. 


Text—Luke xvi. 19—31. Price 12 {-2 cents . 














